THE SOCIAL BACKGROUND
The fact is that the breaking down of barriers between
England and the Continent which the Norman Conquest had
effected, had exposed the traditional and native character of
the wealthier sections of the population to certain influences,
which, while more oriental than European, were at the time
influencing the Continent, and had not yet been assimilated.
Knightly chivalry was a European ideal: its degenerate parody,
"The Courts of Love/' was Arabic in origin. Many of the
heretical ideas of Provence wTere similarly African; and the
works of Aristotle were not the only commodities exported
from Arabia to Europe via Spain. The very architecture and
craftsmanship of England at this time showed unmistakable
traces of a Moorish inspiration. The technique of much of the
carving on Rochester Cathedral, where Solomon and the
Queen of Sheba were the subjects, and on the cloisters of
Westminster Abbey is plainly the orientalized Romanesque of
Provence; and the scribe who illuminated the Winchester
Bible, greatly admired by Henry II, was certainly imitating
Cufic writing.
4. The Struggle for Civilization
All of these facets of English life, its gaiety, its colour, its
love of learning, and its exoticism were together symptoms and
instruments of the great struggle which was all the time pro-
ceeding; the struggle for civilization and the liquidation of
brutality. This is the deep underlying motive of the many-
sided English effort of the twelfth century, and the key of
interpretation which explains events so various as the con-
troversy between Becket and the King, and the foundation of
the monastic Order of St. Gilbert of Sempringham. The
soldiers in this unwarlike crusade were the whole people of
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